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Dutch population development 
1400-1850:  
cities and countryside 
Richard Paping 
University of Groningen 
Peasant wedding 
ca. 1650 -> 
<- Urban ‘Night Watch’, Rembrandt (1642) 
                  mills in Zaandam (ca.  1800) -> 
Aim: estimating annual population 
figures for the (northern) Netherlands 
• Distinction between urban (all legal cities/towns, 
so not restricted to +10,000) and rural population 
 
• Distinction between market-oriented coastal 
provinces (including Holland) and less market-
oriented inland provinces 
 
• Improvement of commonly used rough estimates of 
Faber e.a. (1965) of the Wageningen group (Slicher 
van Bath) for every 50 years from 1500 onwards 
Method 
• Collecting as many regional and local Dutch 
population estimates before 1795 from literature  
– Lourens and Lucassen (1997) supply estimates for 
every Dutch town for 1400, 1560 and 1670 and 
collected a lot of other data. 
– From 1795 onwards: census-data available 
 
• Constructing annual estimates for every city, and for 
different rural parts of the provinces 
 
• Interpolation between years with known estimates 
 
• Extrapolation using developments in similar regions 
 
 
Possibilities for future improvement 
• 1. Use of more refined division of the countryside 
 
• 2. Use of available information on number of 
baptisms and deaths to give more accurate view of 
year tot year movements  
 
• 3. Inclusion of more scattered data from local 
literature 
 
• 4. Synchronize population estimation procedures 
(there are larges differences in method in literature!) 
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Explanation of stagnation of 
coastal urban (and rural) 
population after 1650 
 
































































































































































































Source: This paper; De Vries (1984) p. 30, 36, 39. Except for the first column that takes into 
account settlements with city rights, all figures relate to cities with 10,000 inhabitants or more. 
 


















south-holland divided by 3
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Concluding remarks 
 
